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O Give Thanks to The Lord, For He Is Good. 

His Love Endures Forever. 
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN  614 – Sing to the Lord of Harvest 
Congregation sings vs. 1,3; Choir sings vs. 2 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION 
 

M We give thanks to God in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN and ABSOLUTION 
 

M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  

 

 

ANTHEM Cantate Domino 
Sung by a quartet 

 

Oh, sing unto the Lord a new song, for He hath done marvelous things. 
His right hand and His holy arm hath gotten Him the victory. 

 

The Lord hath made known His salvation; His righteousness hath He openly showed  

 in the sight of the heathen. 
He hath remembered His mercy and His truth toward the house of Israel: 

all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth; make a loud noise and rejoice 

 and sing praise. 

Sing unto the Lord with the harp and the voice of a psalm. 

 
With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the Lord, the King. 

Let the sea roar and the fulness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein. 

 
Let the floods clap their hands, let the hills be joyful together before the Lord; 

for he cometh to judge the earth: 

With righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people with equity. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
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THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF HOPE  (Advent) 
 

Lesson Luke 1:39-47, 54-55 
 

LUKE 1:39
 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea,           

40
 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 

41
 When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42

 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child 
you will bear! 

43
 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

44
 

As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 
45

 Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” 
 

46
 And Mary said:  My soul glorifies the Lord 

47
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

54
 

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful   
55

 to Abraham and his 
descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.” 

 

 

Hymn of Thanks 23:1,4 – Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 
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THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS GIFT OF JOY  (Christmas) 
 

Lesson Luke 2:8-14 
 

LUKE 2:8
 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. 
9
 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 
10

 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11

 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12

 This will be a sign to you: You will find 

a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 

13
 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 
14

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
 

Hymn of Thanks 62:1,2 – Joy to the World 
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THANKS TO GOD FOR MAKING HIMSELF KNOWN  (Epiphany) 
 

Lesson John 1:1-5, 10-17 
 

JOHN 1:1
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

2
 He was with God in the beginning. 

 
3
 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4
 In 

him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
5
 The light shines in the darkness, but the 

darkness has not understood it. 

 
10

 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 

recognize him. 
11

 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
12

 Yet 

to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God-- 

13
 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband’s will, but born of God. 
14

 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
15

 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 

comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”  
16

 From the fullness of his 
grace we have all received one blessing after another. 

17
 For the law was given through 

Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 

Hymn of Thanks 82:1,5 – Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
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THANKS TO GOD FOR HIS WORK OF SALVATION  (Lent) 
 

Lesson Romans 5:6-11 
 

ROMANS 5:6
 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 
7
 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone 

might possibly dare to die. 
8
 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
9
 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from 

God’s wrath through him! 
10

 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him 

through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 

through his life! 
11

 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
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Hymn of Thanks 376  – Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 
 

 
 

 

THANKS TO GOD FOR OUR NEW BIRTH  (Easter) 
 

Lesson 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

1 PETER 1:3
 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,   
4
 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 

5
 who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

6
 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 
7
 These have come so that your faith--of greater 

worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may 
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

8
 Though you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
9
 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 
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Hymn of Thanks 720:1-4 – Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands 
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SERMON Psalm 136 
 

God’s Love is Life’s Constant Refrain 
 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
Reproduced and altered from Book of Common Worship © 1993 Westminster John Knox Press. Used by permission. 

 

M Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 

C God’s love is everlasting. 
 

M Come, let us praise God joyfully. 

C Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 

M For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen and unseen 

splendors 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common hopes and 

hardships shared from birth until our dying 

C We thank you, O God. 
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M For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for exchanges of good 

humor and encouragement 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual forgiveness and burdens 

shared; for secrets kept in love 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements and family 

pleasures 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and startling frankness; for 

their sudden sympathies 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For the young; for their high hopes; for their candid criticism; for their search for freedom 

C We thank you, O God. 
 

M For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in leisure; for 

time made precious by its passing 

C We thank you, O God. 
M For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases; for preserving us in 

temptation and danger 

C We thank you, O God. 

 

M For the Church into which we have been called; for the good news we receive by Word and 

sacrament; for our life together in the Lord 

C We praise you, O God. 

 

M For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and love, who prays in 

us and prompts our grateful worship 

C We praise you, O God. 

 

M Above all, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again for our 

salvation; for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him 

C We thank and praise you, eternal God, for all your goodness to us. 

 

M Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 

C God’s love is everlasting. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

THANKS TO GOD FOR THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  (Pentecost) 
 

Lesson Galatians 5:16-25 
 

GALATIANS 5:16
 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature. 
17

 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 
contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what 

you want. 
18

 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

 
19

 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;      
20

 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions 
21

 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those 

who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
22

 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,      
23

 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
24

 Those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 
25

 Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
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Hymn of Thanks 611 – For the Fruit of His Creation 
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THANKS TO GOD FOR OUR WHITE ROBES  (End Times) 
 

Lesson Revelation 7:9-17 
 

REVELATION 7:9
 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front 

of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 
10

 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

 

 “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

 
11

 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12

 saying:  

Amen!  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our 
God for ever and ever.  Amen!” 

 
13

 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes--who are they, and where did they 
come from?” 
 

14
 I answered, “Sir, you know.”  And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great 

tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.      
15

 Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 
 

16
 Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat upon 

them, nor any scorching heat. 
 

17
 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs 

of living water.  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
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Hymn of Thanks 613 – Come, You Thankful People, Come 
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BLESSING 
 

M The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God 
Sung by the choir 

 

1 Now thank we all our God 2  Oh, may this bounteous God  

With hearts and hands and voices,  Through all our life be near us, 
Who wondrous things has done,  With ever-joyful hearts 

In whom his world rejoices,  And blessed peace to cheer us 

Who from our mother’s arms  And keep us all in grace 

Has blessed us on our way  And guide us when perplexed 
With countless gifts of love  And free us from all harm 

And still is ours today.  In this world and the next. 

 
3  All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Spirit blest, 
Who reign in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heav’n adore! 

For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 

 
After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 

 
All rights reserved.  Used by permission, including hymns 614, 23, 62, 82, 376, 720, 611, 613, and the Lord’s Prayer,  

reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 


